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Abstract. In this work, we extend the Euclidean theory of oscillating singular
integrals due to Fefferman and Stein in [Fef70; FS72] to arbitrary graded Lie groups.
Our approach reveals the strong compatibility between the geometric measure theory
of a graded Lie group and the Fourier analysis associated with Rockland operators.
Our criteria are presented in terms of the oscillating Fefferman condition of the kernel
of the operator and its group Fourier transform. One of the novelties of this work is
that we use the infinitesimal representation of a Rockland operator to measure the
decay of the Fourier transform of the kernel.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Outline

This work is part of a series of papers [CR22a; CR22b; CR23] where the bounded-
ness of oscillating integral operators on graded Lie groups and on compact Lie groups
has been investigated. In [CR22b], we proved the H!-L!-boundedness of oscillating sin-
gular integrals on graded Lie groups, extending the analysis by Alexopoulos [Ale94] for
the case of spectral multipliers of Hérmander sub-Laplacians. For instance, in [CR22b],
our criteria are presented according to the modern theory of PDE in terms of Rock-
land operators. Having proved the H'-L!-boundedness estimate in [CR22b], here we
consider the problem of extending the weak (1,1) estimate by Fefferman [Fef70] to
graded Lie groups. For the regularity properties of more general classes of spectral
multipliers (of non-oscillating type) and of pseudo-differential operators on graded Lie
groups, we refer the reader to [CDR21].

The results in [CR22b], together with the main result Theorem 1.1 extend the
theory of oscillating singular integrals developed by Fefferman and Stein in [Fef70;
FST72] to the setting of graded Lie groups. Our setting then covers a variety of groups
of interest in analysis of PDE, namely, the Euclidean space, Heisenberg-type groups,
stratified groups, etc. For our criteria, we will use the Fourier analysis associated
with Rockland operators. These are hypoelliptic partial differential operators in view
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of the Helffer and Nourrigat solution of the Rockland conjecture (see [HN79]), and
they could be of arbitrary order. In the particular case of stratified Lie groups, they
encompass the family of Héormander sub-Laplacians and their integer powers.

1.2. Historical aspects

We now turn to the historical aspects of the subject in the Euclidean setting
that inspired our approach. As pointed out by Stein in [Ste98], there is probably no
work in the last seventy years that has had as widespread an influence in analysis
as the historic memoir [CZ52], “On the existence of certain singular integrals” by
Calderén and Zygmund, published in 1952 in Acta Mathematica. Using the methods
of real interpolation (e.g., the Marcinkiewicz interpolation theorem), one of the main
problems of the Calderén—Zygmund theory is to identify the sharp conditions on a
distribution K such that the convolution operator f — f % K can be extended to a
weak (1, 1)-type operator, that is,

If * Ko@) < Clflerwny,  f € CG(R™).

For instance, singular integrals were important predecessors of so-called pseudo-
differential operators, whose impact in analysis, partial differential equations, and
differential geometry was recognized through the works of Kohn and Nirenberg,
Hormander, Stein and Fefferman, and Atiyah and Singer, among others (see Hor-
mander [Hor85, p. 178] for historical details). In terms of convolution operators,
a remarkable kernel class H,, was introduced by Hérmander, consisting of all distri-
butions satisfying the kernel estimate

[K]m,, = sup < 00. (1)

R>0

/ IK(z —y) - K(2)|dz
|z|>2R

L>(B(0,R), dy)

Then, in [Hor60], Hormander proved that a convolution operator T'f = K * f with a
kernel satisfying the “smoothness” condition in (1) and bounded on L?(R™) (that is,
the Fourier transform of the kernel K € L>(R™)) is of weak (1,1)-type.

The theory of oscillating singular integrals developed by Fefferman and Stein
in [Fef70; FS72] extends in some aspects the work of Calderén and Zygmund by
enabling the analysis of oscillating multipliers. Indeed, generalizing the Hérmander
condition, Fefferman [Fef70] and Fefferman and Stein [FS72] considered distributions
with compact support satisfying the condition

<oco.  (2)
L>=(B(0,R),dy)

[K]Hoo,g = Ssup
0<R<1

/ K(z—y) - K(z)|da
|z|>2R1-0

Roughly speaking, if K satisfies (2) and its Fourier transform has the decay

property

= _ne

K©l=0(1+leh~#), o<o<1, (3)
then Fefferman’s theorem establishes that T admits a bounded extension of weak
(1, 1)-type, provided the support of K is sufficiently small. While the small support
condition does not explicitly appear in [Fef70, Theorem 2'], it is implicitly assumed
in the proof given in [Fef70, p. 24]. This assumption is not restrictive, as an analysis
similar to that in [Fef70, p. 23] enables the reduction from distributions K with
arbitrary support size to those with small support.
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Clearly, when 6 = 0, Fefferman’s condition reduces to Hérmander’s condition for
distributions K with compact support. The boundedness of convolution operators
T with kernels satisfying the Hérmander condition from the Hardy space H*(R"™) to
itself was established in [FS72].

From the perspective of harmonic analysis, our main Theorem 1.1 provides a
critical estimate for oscillating singular integrals on LP-spaces at the endpoint p = 1,
specifically establishing their weak (1, 1)-boundedness. This result reveals profound
connections between Fourier analysis on graded Lie groups and their geometric measure
theory through the lens of representation theory. A key technical tool enabling this
work is the existence of hypoelliptic left-invariant linear partial differential operators
on (graded) Lie groups, which follows from Helffer and Nourrigat’s solution to the
Rockland conjecture [HNT79)].

A fundamental tool in proving our critical estimate is, as anticipated, the Calderén—
Zygmund decomposition for spaces of homogeneous type developed by Coifman and
Weiss in [CW71]. The key innovation of this work lies in combining three essential
components:

o the Calderén—Zygmund decomposition of an integrable function f =g+ b =
g+ Zj b; into its good part g and bad parts b;,

o the geometric properties of the supports of b;, and,

e the Fourier analysis associated with Rockland operators.

This synthesis is formally established in the proof of Lemma 3.2.
1.3. The main result

Let T : X — Y be a bounded operator between Banach spaces X and Y, with
operator norm denoted by ||T||op. To present our main result, we first introduce the
necessary notation:

e G denotes the unitary dual of G,
o R= E[Q]SV a, X is a positive Rockland operator on GG, defined as a positive,
left-invariant, hypoelliptic partial differential operator,
o m(R) = kgr(m) represents the Fourier transform of its right-convolution kernel
kg, characterized by the identity Rf = f * kg for f € C§°(G).
The main theorem of this work is stated as follows:

Theorem 1.1. Let G be a graded Lie group of homogeneous dimension @, and
let T: C°(G) — 2'(G) be a left-invariant operator with right-convolution kernel
K € L (G\ {e}), that is T is defined by Tf = f « K. Assume that:

loc
(1) K is a distribution with compact support and sufficiently small diameter,
namely that, diam(supp(K)) < 1.
(2) For some 0 <0 < 1, K satisfies the group Fourier transform conditions:

sup || (14 7(R) ¥ K ()
wea

< o0, sup H[A((Tr)(l + W(R))%
p 71'65

<oo;  (4)

o

(3) K satisfies the oscillating Hormander condition:

[K]H. 4(G) == sup  sup / |K(y'z) — K(2)] dz < cc. (5)
0<R<1 |y|<R J|z|>2R1-¢

Then T admits a bounded extension of weak (1, 1)-type.
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Now, we briefly discuss our results.

Remark 1.2. For G = R", we recover the classical weak (1,1) boundedness result
proved by Fefferman in [Fef70, Theorem 2']. From the proof of Theorem 1.1 in
Section 3, one can estimate the operator norm of T : L' — L* by

T\ g1 sproe ST 2sre + (Koo, = 1K |~ + [Ka

00,0

in view of the Plancherel theorem.

Remark 1.3. The main contribution of Theorem 1.1 is when 0 < 6 < 1. For 8§ = 0,
the statement in Theorem 1.1 follows from the general theory of Calderén—Zygmund
operators developed by Coifman and Weiss in [CW71]. Hormander—Mihlin criteria
on graded groups were obtained by the second author and V. Fischer in [FR21]. For
different classes of oscillating multipliers, we refer the reader to Bramati, Ciatti, Green,
and Wright [Bra+21], and to Ciatti and Wright [CW18] for the case of stratified Lie
groups.

Remark 1.4. The boundedness of an operator T satisfying the hypotheses in
Theorem 1.1 from the Hardy space H!(G) into L'(G) has been proved by the authors
in [CR22b], while the H!-L! estimate for pseudo-differential operators on graded Lie
groups was analyzed in [CDR21]. As for spectral multipliers, we refer the reader to
the classical paper of Alexopoulos [Ale94].

Remark 1.5 (Historical note). Oscillating singular integrals arose as generalisations
of oscillating Fourier multipliers. These are multipliers associated to symbols of the
form

A eilel”

R =gz, eC™®), 0<a<l,

where 1) vanishes near the origin and is equal to one for large |¢]. It was proved by

n(a—a)
2(1—a)

and o’ = —%5. From this, one can deduce that [VK (z)| < |z| == A=1+4" from which
it follows that for @ = o = 6, the estimate (5) remains valid.

The LP properties for convolution operators of this form were first studied by
Hardy [Har13], Hirschman [Hir59], and Wainger [Wai65]. The sharp version of the L>°-
BMO boundedness for oscillating Fourier multipliers can be deduced from the classical
work of Fefferman [Fef73]. Further works on the subject in the setting of manifolds
and beyond can be found in Seeger [See88; See90; See91], Seeger and Sogge [SS89],
and for the setting of Fourier integral operators, we refer the reader to Seeger, Sogge,
and Stein [SSS91] and Tao [Tao04].

Wainger [Wai65] that K (z) is essentially equal to ¢, |z| =" el |#|" | where A =

1.4. Open problems

In addition to our main result, in this paper we propose Conjecture 1.6 and Open
Problem 1.7, both related to a modern problem in harmonic analysis: namely, the
determination of optimal ranges of boundedness results in terms of the topological
dimension n of the group, rather than its Hausdorff dimension. This concerns, in
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particular, the number or order of derivatives required of the symbol. For the relevant
notions of graded Lie groups and Rockland operators, we refer the reader to Section 2.

Conjecture 1.6. Let G be a graded Lie group of homogeneous dimension @, and let
R be a positive Rockland operator of homogeneous degree v > 0. Then, the weak (1,1)
boundedness of the oscillating spectral multiplier

ei(HR)a/u(l +R)"™Y, m = Qa 0<ax<l1

) 2 3 )

can be deduced from the boundedness result in Theorem 1.1. Moreover, its H'-
L'-boundedness can be shown by proving that it belongs to the Hérmander class
S1".0(G x G) on the phase space G x G, where the boundedness properties for these
classes have been established in [CDR21].

Remark 1.7 (Open Problem). The problem of improving the index @ (corresponding
to the Hausdorff dimension of the group) in the weak (1,1) estimate (4) of Theorem 1.1
by replacing it with the topological dimension n, or with another number N > 0 such
that n < N < @, remains open. Specifically, one may ask whether conditions of the
form

NO =

sugH(l +r(R)F K (r)
TeG

< 00, (6)
op

< 00, sup HI?(?T)(l + F(R))%
°op wea

together with the oscillating Héormander condition in (5), suffices to guarantee the
weak (1,1)-boundedness (or the H'-L!-boundedness) of the operator 7.

This problem remains open even in the setting where G is a general stratified Lie
group and R is an arbitrary Rockland operator of any order. For the current state
of the art when R is a second-order operator given by a Hérmander sub-Laplacian
L= -3, X2, werefer the reader to the pioneering work of Alexopoulos [Ale94], as well
as to the more recent contributions by Martini, Miiller, and Nicolussi Golo [MMN22],
and the extensive references therein.

2. Fourier analysis on graded groups

The notation and terminology of this paper on the analysis of homogeneous Lie
groups are mainly taken from Folland and Stein [FS82]. For the analysis of Rockland
operators, we will follow [FR16, Chapter 4].

2.1. Homogeneous and graded Lie groups

Let G be a homogeneous Lie group. This means that G is a connected and simply
connected Lie group whose Lie algebra g is endowed with a family of dilations. We
introduce it in the following definition.

A family of dilations D2, r > 0, on the Lie algebra g is a family of automorphisms
on g satisfying the following two conditions:

e For every r > 0, D? is a map of the form
D? = Exp(In(r)A)

for some diagonalisable linear operator A = diag[vy,...,v,] on g.
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e Forall XY € gand r > 0,
[D}X, DY) = D}[X,Y]

Remark 2.1. We call the eigenvalues of A, vq,vs, ..., vy, the dilation weights or
weights of G.

In our analysis, the notion of the homogeneous dimension of the group is crucial.
We introduce it as follows. The homogeneous dimension of a homogeneous Lie group
G is given by
Q=Tr(A)=vi+ -+,
The dilations Dg of the Lie algebra g induce a family of maps on G defined via
D, = expg oD% oexpy', >0,

where exps : g — G is the usual exponential map associated with the Lie group G.
We refer to the family D,., r > 0, as dilations on the group.

Remark 2.2. If we write ra = D,(z), x € G, r > 0, then a relation on the
homogeneous structure of G and the Haar measure dz on G is given by

/G(foD) dz =1~ /f

Remark 2.3. A Lie group is graded if its Lie algebra g may be decomposed as the
sum of subspaces

=01 Dg2D - Dgs,
such that [g;,9;] C gi1j, and g;4; = {0} if i + 7 > s.

Examples of graded Lie groups are the Heisenberg group H" and, more generally,
any stratified groups where the Lie algebra g is generated by g;. Here, n is the
topological dimension of G, n =ny + - -+ + ng, where ng = dim gg.

Remark 2.4. A Lie algebra admitting a family of dilations is nilpotent, and hence
so is its associated connected, simply connected Lie group. The converse does not
hold, i.e., not every nilpotent Lie group is homogeneous, although they exhaust a
large class. See [FR16] for details. Indeed, the main class of Lie groups under our
consideration is that of graded Lie groups.

Remark 2.5. A graded Lie group G is a homogeneous Lie group equipped with a
family of weights v;, all of them positive rational numbers. Let us observe that if
v, = Z— with a;, b; integers, and b is the least common multiple of the b;’s, the family
of dilations

Df = Exp(In(r’)4) : g — g,

has integer weights, v; = b . Thus, in this paper, we always assume that the weights v;,

defining the family of dllatlons are non-negative integers, which allows us to assume
that the homogeneous dimension @ is a non-negative integer. This is a natural context
for the study of Rockland operators (see [FR16, Remark 4.1.4]).
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2.2. Fourier analysis on nilpotent Lie groups

Let G be a simply connected nilpotent Lie group. Then, the adjoint representation
ad : g — End(g) is nilpotent. Next, we define unitary and irreducible representations.
We say that m is a continuous, unitary, and irreducible representation of G if the
following properties are satisfied:
e 7 € Hom(G,U(H,)) for some separable Hilbert space H; that is, w(xy) =
7(z)7(y) and, for the adjoint of 7(x), we have 7(z)* = w(x~!) for every
z,y € G.
e The map (x,v) — 7(z)v from G x H, into H, is continuous.
e For every z € G and for every subspace W, C H,, if w(x)W, C W, then
W, = H, or W, = {0}.
Let Rep(G) be the set of unitary, continuous, and irreducible representations
of GG. The relation

71 ~ o if and only if there exists A € B(H,,, Hy,) such that Arj(z)A~! = m(2),

for every x € GG, is an equivalence relation, and the unitary dual of G, denoted by @,
is defined via

G :=Rep(G)/~.

Let us denote by dm the Plancherel measure on G.

Next, we define the main object for our further analysis: the Fourier transform.
Indeed, the Fourier transform of f € .#(G) (meaning that f o expgy € #(g), with
g~ RIMD) at 1 € G is defined by

Flm) = /Gf(x)w(a:)*dx CH, — H,,

and

~

Fe: S(G) — F(G) = Fa(S(G)).

Remark 2.6 (Fourier inversion formula and Plancherel theorem). Identifying each
representation 7 with its equivalence class [r] = {7’ : ® ~ 7'}, for every 7 € G,
the Kirillov trace character ©, is defined by

(O, f) := Tr(f(x)),

where Tr denotes the trace of trace class operators on H,. This defines O, as a
tempered distribution on #(G). In particular, the identity

fee) = [ (©r f)dn
G
implies the Fourier inversion formula f = %5 1(]?), where
(#5'0)(@)i= [ Tx(x()o(m)dn, <G,
G

defines the inverse Fourier transform #;' : . (G) = .7(G). In this context, the
Plancherel theorem asserts that

||f||L2(G) = ||f||L2(é\)’
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where Lz(é) is the Hilbert space defined by

L*(G) ;:/AH,T@@H;dm
G

ol = ( [ lomlsar)

and |lo(7)|lus denotes the Hilbert—Schmidt norm of o(n).

equipped with the norm

2.3. Homogeneous linear operators and Rockland operators

There is a family of continuous linear operators that respect the action of the
dilations of the group. These are called homogeneous linear operators. We introduce
them in the following definition.

A linear operator T : C*°(G) — 2'(G) is said to be homogeneous of degree v € C
if, for every r > 0, the equality

T(foD,)=r"(Tf)oD,

holds for every f € 2(G).

Now, we introduce the main class of differential operators in the context of
nilpotent Lie groups. The existence of these operators characterizes the family of
graded Lie groups. We call them Rockland operators.

Let 7 € G be a unitary irreducible representation w : G — U(H,). We denote
by H2° the space of smooth vectors, that is, the set of all v € H; such that the map
x> m(z)v, x € G, is smooth.

A Rockland operator is a left-invariant differential operator R which is homo-
geneous of positive degree v = vg > 0, and such that for every non-trivial unitary
irreducible representation 7 € @, the operator 7(R) is injective on H2°.

The map ogr(m) = 7(R) is called the symbol associated to R; it coincides with
the infinitesimal representation of R viewed as an element of the universal enveloping
algebra.

Remark 2.7. It can be shown that a Lie group G is graded if and only if there
exists a differential Rockland operator on G.

Next, we record for our further analysis some aspects of the functional calculus
for Rockland operators.

Remark 2.8 (Functional calculus for Rockland operators). If the Rockland operator
R is formally self-adjoint, then both R and 7(R) admit self-adjoint extensions on L?(G)
and H,, respectively. Preserving the same notation for their self-adjoint extensions,
and denoting by E and E, their corresponding spectral measures, we define the
functional calculus by

= [ TSN AEQ), and w(f(R)) = f(x(R)) = / T I AE ).

In general, we will reserve the notation {dE4(\)}o<a<oo for the spectral measure
associated with a positive and self-adjoint operator A on a Hilbert space H.
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We now recall a lemma on dilations on the unitary dual G , which will be useful
in our analysis of spectral multipliers. For the proof, see [FR16, Lemma 4.3].

Lemma 2.9. For every m € G let us define
D, (m)(z) = (r-7)(z) := w(r-z) = n(D,(z)), (7)
for every r >0 and all x € G. Then, if f € L>°(R), we have

f@(R)) = (7 (R)).

Remark 2.10. For instance, for any o € Njj and for an arbitrary family X;,..., X,
of left-invariant vector fields, we will use the notation

al = Zyjaj, (8)

for the homogeneous degree of the operator X* := X{*,..., X% whose order is
la =37 aj.

Remark 2.11. By considering the dilation r - © = D, (z), x € G, r > 0, the relation
between the homogeneous structure of G and the Haar measure dx on G is given by

(see [FR16, p. 100])
/ (foD,)(z)dx = T*Q/ flx
G
Note that if we define f,. := T_Qf( L), then

Arﬂ: Qf(rt.x *dx = :A ),
Fim = [ ose o= [ foom,
for any 7 € G and all r > 0, with (r-7)(y) = 7(r - y), y € G, as in (7).

The following lemma present the action of the dilations of the group G into the
kernels of bounded functions of a Rockland operator R, see [FR16, p. 179].

Lemma 2.12. Let s € L®(R7) and let r > 0. Then, we have the following identity
x(r*R)6(z) = r~9[x(R)6](r 1 - z), (10)
forallx € G.

3. Proof of the main theorem

3.1. Part 1: The Calder6n—Zygmund decomposition

Let G be a graded Lie group with homogeneous dimension ), and let R be a
positive Rockland operator on G of homogeneous degree v > 0. In this section, we
will prove that for a singular integral operator T satisfying conditions (4)—(5), there
exists a constant C' > 0 such that

ITfllzr () := supa [z € G |Tf(x)] > a] <Clfl o), (11)

with C' independent of f.
We start by analysing the condition in (4).
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Remark 3.1. Observe that, in view of the Plancherel theorem, the hypothesis (4)

in Theorem 1.1 implies that the operator (1 + R)%T admits a bounded extension on
L?(G). Indeed, the Plancherel theorem implies that

iQ(G):/aH(1+7T(R))
< Lfa+emn®&m| 17

Qe N
2v

Qo ~ 2
H(1+R)WTf‘ K(w)f(w)HHS dr

‘O

and in view of (4) we obtain
Qo 2 -
Ja+miErs], < [1F@lhsdn = Il

proving the boundedness of (1 +R)%T on L?(G). Since (1 —&-R)_% 1 LA(G) = L*(G)
is bounded, we deduce that

T=(1+R)"¥1+R)&T

is also bounded on L?(G).
Note also that the condition

sup K(m)(1+ W(R))%

TeG op

< 00,

provides the boundedness of the operator T'(1 + R)% from L?(G) to itself.

For the proof of (11), fix f € L!(G), and let us consider its Calderén—Zygmund
decomposition, see Coifman and Weiss [CW71, pp. 73-74]. So, for any 7, a > 0, we
have the decomposition

f=g+b=g+> b,
J
where the following properties are satisfied.
(1) llgllze S yer and gl Se [1f]] -
(2) The b;’s are supported in open balls I; = B(z;,r;) where they satisfy the
cancellation property

/ bj(z)dx = 0. (12)
I;
(3) Any component b; satisfies the L'-estimate
1651l Sa (va)l I (13)
(4) The sequence {|I;|}; € ¢* and
Y1l Sa (va) M| £l (14)

J
(5) [1Bllze < > Ibsllee Se lIF )z

J
(6) There exists My € N, such that any point € G belongs at most to My balls
of the collection I;.
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So, by fixing oy > 0, note that in terms of g, b and of f one has the trivial
estimate

Kz : [Tf()] > a}| < {a: [Tg(z)] > a/2}| + [z : [Tb(z)| > o/2}].
The estimates ||g||p~ < v and ||g||r: < || f||lzr, imply that
lgli72 < llgllz<llgllz: £ ()l £l
So, by applying the Chebishev inequality and the L2-boundedness of T, we have
o 1Tg(@)| > a/2H S 220 2|Tgll2 < (T wws))2a 2 gl
< @T e a2 (0) [ Fllr S 1T ey va ]l
< a7 .
In what follows, let us denote I* = |J I/, where
If = B(z;,2r;) = {z € G : |xj_1w| <2R;},
and let us make use of the doubling condition in order to have the estimate
1| ~ 291],
from which it follows that

IS YL YISy e | f e
j i

Consequently, we have the estimates
{z : |To(x)[ > a/2} < [I"| + {z € G\ I : [Tb(x)| > a/2}]
Sy e I flle + o € G\ I 2 |Th(x)| > a/2},
Sy aIfllp + {o € GNI™ 2 [Th(z)] > a/2}].
So, to conclude the inequality (11) we have to prove that
Zl;%al{SﬂGG\I*:lTb(x)l > a/2} < C|fllL, (15)
with C' independent of f. So, the proof of Theorem 1.1 consists of estimating the term

Hz € G\ I :|Tb(z)| > a/2}.
3.2. Part 2: Proof of the oscillating case

The relevant case in Theorem 1.1 is when 6 € (0,1). We begin the proof of the
main theorem by explaining this claim.

Proof of Theorem 1.1. We first consider the case 0 < 6 < 1. Indeed, the
statement for # = 0 in Theorem 1.1 follows from the fundamental theorem of singular
integrals due to Coifman and Weiss; see [CW71, Theorem 2.4, p. 74]. In fact,
a graded Lie group satisfies the doubling condition, and hence it is a homogeneous
topological space in the sense of Coifman and Weiss [CWT71].

For 0 < 6 < 1, we require some geometric transformations on the support of K,
which we present in the next subsection. To achieve this, we will use two modern
techniques: the stability of the powers of Rockland operators within the Hérmander
classes ST (G x é), and the Calderén—Vaillancourt theorem on graded Lie groups, as
presented in [FR16, Section 5.7, Theorem 5.7.1].
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Following our hypothesis, from now on, let us assume that the diameter of the
support of K is small, for instance, that

diam(supp(K)) < ¢ < 1,

where 0 < ¢ < 1 is suitable for our purposes. With this in mind, the next step is to
construct a good replacement b for b, which allows us to exploit the hypothesis in (5).

3.3. Part 3: The function ¢. New family of supports

Let us consider a function ¢ on G such that

/ é(x)dz =1, and ¢ € C°(G, [0,00)) N Dom [R*%} . (16)
G
For € > 0, define
P(y,e) = P! - x). (17)
Now, for any j, define
6i(y) i= ¢ (9,277 diam(1;)77 ), (18)
gj =b;(-) * ¢j, (19)
and B N
b= b;. (20)
j
Note that
Th(x) = 3 Tb; (@), (21)
j

for a.e. z € G. It is important to mention that in (21), the sums on the right-hand
side only run over j such that diam(J;) < c. Indeed, for all x € G \ I*, the property
of the support diam(supp(K)) < c implies that for all j with diam(l;) > ¢, we have

Tbj:bj*KZO.

So, we only need to analyze the case where diam([;) < c. Indeed, for x € G\ I* and
Jj such that diam(f;) > ¢, we have

bye K@) = | Koy (o)

Since in the integral above z € G\ I* and y € I, we have

ly~'z| = dist(x,y) > diam(I;) > c,

we conclude that the element y—!

vanishes.
Now, going back to the analysis of (15), note that

x is not in the support of K, and thus the integral

HxGG\I* S| To(x)| > %H

< Hx € G\ I*: |Th(z) — Th(z)| > %H + Hx € G\ T : |Th(z)| > %}‘
= % HT(b—E)‘ Lieny T Hx € G\ I": |Tb(z)| > %} ,
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and let us take into account the estimate:
1T (b = b)l L2 (i) = /G\I |Tb(z) — Th(z)|dz < Z/

We are going to prove that T b and Tbj are good replacements for Th and Tb;,
respectively, on the set G\ I*. Observe that

o

— Th;(z)| da.
G\I*

Th;(x) — Th; (x)‘ da

“Jow
:/ |b; * K(x) — [bj * ¢; * K](z)| dz
G\I*
“Jow
- / /G\,* |[K(y™"2) = ¢; « Ky~ )| dalb;(y)ldy
K(2)— b0 % K() dalbs () d
S/fj /|Z|>diam(1j)| (2) = &; * K(2)| dz|b; (y)| dy
K(z) — ¢j * K(2)| dzb;(y)| d
</fj ‘/|Z|>diarn(1j)| (2) = &5 * K(2)[ dz[b; (y)| dy
:/ ij(y)ldy/ K(2) — ¢, % K (2)] dz,
L |2]>diam(1;)

where, in the last line, we have used the change of variables x +— z = y~ "z, and then
we observe that |z| > diam(/;) when € G\ I* and y € I;. Using that ¢; is supported
in a ball of radius

b * K(x) ,Ej *K(x)‘ dz

[ EGT ) ay [ 0 K)o 0) ) a

1

R, := 27T diam(I;) T,
and that ||¢;||L1 = 1, we have that

/ K(z) —¢; x K(z)| dz
|z|>diam(I;)

- / K(2) / L sy
|2|>diam(1;) lyl<2” 77 diam(I;)T-7

[ KT d
ly|<2 1-9 diam([f;)1-¢

Lo o (K = K005 0)dy
|z|>diam(I;) ly|<2 1-90 diam([;)1-9

/ / K (y~'2) — K(2)| dzld; (4)] dy
ly|<2™ T— = diam(I;)T-9 = |z|>diam(1;)

1
7@/ / 1_¢ |K K(Z)| dZdy S [K]HW,Q(G%
R Jiyl<r; J)z|>2R %

dz

IN

2/\
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where we have used that 2R1 o = = diam(/;). Now, the inequalities above allow us to
finish the estimate of ||T'(b — b)||L1 (@\1+)- Indeed,

170 Blluory <3 [ [ K~ o) K o)] delby(w)ldy
71 e
<3 / / K (2) — 6 K (2)| dzlb; ()] dy
G 7L |z|>diam(I;)
< Kl i / 1b; ()| dy < (K] lbllo
j J

S Kb ol fllzr

Putting together the estimates above we deduce that

N Q@ 4 ~ . ~ a
Hx e G\ I* : |Tb(z)| > 5}’ < ST = THlps(onre) + Hx e G\ I* : |Th(z)| > ZH

< Ko Il + | {e e @\ 1 7@ > 9|

Now, we will estimate the second term on the right hand side of this inequality. First,
note that

HzGG\I* : \Tg(xﬂ > %}‘

IA

{xeG\I* | Th(x))? > i‘;}‘

IN

16, ~
I3

Now, using (4) we deduce that T'(1 + R)% is bounded on L? (see Remark 3.1),

and then
2

(22)

~ ~[12
17932 < |71+ R)F b ‘Lz

‘(1+R)

B (L2)
In the case of G = R™, and of the p051tlve Laplace operator R = —A, it was proved by
Fefferman that the function F' = (1+A)~ = b, admits a nice decomposition F = Fy+Fj,
where || Fb||2, < Cavy|/f]|Lr, and Fy = Zj:diam([,-)<1 F/ | where ||F1J||L2 < A1
We will extend Fefferman’s decomposition to an arbitrary Rockland operator R in
Lemma 3.2 below.

3.4. Part 4: A Fefferman type decomposition for Rockland operators

In order to estimate the L?-norm ||(1 —&—R)_%gﬂiz, let us use the following lemma
whose proof we postpone for a moment.

Lemma 3.2. The function F := (1 + R)_%g can be decomposed in a sum F =
Fi + F», where |F3|3. < Can| fl|z1, and Fy is also a sum of functions F} with the
following property:
o There exists Mo €N, and A" >0, such that F1 = 3} giam(1;)<1 Fl,IF] )2, <
A'a?|1;|, and for any x € G, there are at most My wvalues of j such that

Fi(x) #0.
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Let us continue with the proof of Theorem 1.1. Using Lemma 3.2 and the
inequalities in (14) and (22) we have that

ITbI1Z: S 1F 72 + 1 F2llZe S ol fllee + ) I1F] |72
J
Sl flle + Y1 S arllf o+ a®(va) I f o
J

= (v ellfllz

Consequently
* 7 o 16 72 —1 -1
{zea\r:mb@) > T} S SITblE: £ (7 + e Il
Thus, we have proved that
{z € B [T(@)] > 0} < O i i I, (23)

with C := C'Yv[K]Hoo,e(G)

Because 7 is fixed, we have proved the weak (1,1)-type of T'. Thus, the proof is
complete once we prove the statement in Lemma 3.2. To do so, let us consider the
right-convolution kernel ky := (1 + R)_%é of the operator (1 + ’R)_%7 and let us
split the function (1 4+ R)_%E(aﬁ) as follows:

(1+R)"Fb(x) = Y (1 +R) Fbh;(x) = Y b * ko(x)

independent of f.

J J
= Z Ej x kg(x) + Z Zj x ko(z) =: G1(x) + Ga(x),
jix~1; ool

where G (z) = Zj:lw[j Ej * ko(x) and Ga(x) := Zj:mdj Zj * ko(x). We denote by
x ~ I; if = belongs to I; or to some I;» with a non-empty intersection with I;. By the
properties of these sets, there are at most My sets I;» such that I; N I;; # (. Also, the
notation x ~ I; will be used to define the opposite of the previous property.

Let us prove the estimate

1G2ll72 < Cayl|fllzr- (24)
Observe that

HGQHle/G Z bj * ¢j x ko(z)| do < Z /G|bj*¢j>kkg(x)|dx

Jrwoel; jrxool;

<Y by by x kol <Y 1Ibjllzr s+ kol
i i

Note that (1 + R)’% is a pseudo-differential operator of order —Q8/2, and conse-
quently, its kernel satisfies the estimate (see [FR16, Theorem 5.4.1])

|ko(2)] < Cnlz|~CF+Q) < 12)Q0-5), 2 € Ble, N)\ {e},

for any N € N, while outside of any ball B(e, N), one has, for any M > 0, that there
exists Cps > 0 such that (see [FR16, Theorem 5.4.1])

ko (2)| < Car(1+ |a]) =M.
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The condition 0 < 6 < 1 implies that kg is an integrable distribution, and then

165 % kollLr < 195l l[Roll e = llkellLs < oo

So, we have that

IGallze S D Mbillee S 11z
i

So, for the proof of (24), in view of the inequality ||G2||22 < ||G2||11]|G2]|L is enough
to show that
1G> < ay.

To do this, let us consider j such that x ~ I;. Since Ej * kg = b; * ¢ * kg, one has that

by 0y bo (@) < [ (s ko)1) o)l < sup (9 ko)) [ sl

_ 1
= sup |6« holy )| 1) x 7 [ o)l dy.
yel; ‘Ijl I;
To continue, we follow the observation of Fefferman in [Fef70, p. 26], which states that,

in view of the property x ~ I;, we have that ¢;  |kg|(y~'x) is essentially constant
over the ball I; = B(zj,r;), and we can estimate

sup ’(ﬁj * k:g(y_lx)’ |I;| < sup ¢; x |ko ‘(y_lx)’ I < / B * ‘k;g(y'_lxﬂ dy’. (25)
y€el; yel; I;

On the other hand, using again the positivity of ¢; leads to

/—1 / 1
/Ij |6 % ko(y'™'2)| dy o /Ij 1b;(y)] dy
< [ (@ < o) ( 7 mwl dy> 1, () dy/

- <}| / ay 1) w85 % kol (@)-
J Fi

Consequently, we have that

G < Y [hrrko@)| < ¥ <}|/ bj(y)dyx11j>*¢j*|ke|(x)

Jrxoel; Jrxl;
< Z ya x 17, * ¢ * |kel(x) :/ Z yo x 1y, x ¢;(2)|ko(z 1) dz
Jrxoel; G jrxeel;

Shallkellp || Y 1, %05

izl oo

By observing that the supports of the functions 1;, * ¢; have bounded overlaps we
have that

Z ]'I]‘*¢j < o0,

Jixeol 00
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and that ||Ga||r=~ < ya. It remains only to prove that ||G1]|2. < o[/ f|lr1. Let us
define

Gj(z) _ b ¢; xko(x), x€lj, (26)
’ 0, otherwise.

Then G = Zj G, and in view of the finite overlap of the balls I;’s, there exists

My € N such that for any € G, G’(x) # 0 for at most My values of j. Therefore, we
have that

/GGl(x)|2dx§M();/G|Gj(x)|2dx:;‘/lj |bj>kc/)j*k:9(a:)|2da:

< D IbIEalI6s * kollge < D @y 1121165 * kol
i i

To estimate the L2-norm ||¢; * kg||% ., we will use the dilation properties of the spectral
calculus of the Rockland operator R.

3.5. Final Part: control of the Bessel operator associated to the Rockland
operator

Now, let us apply the Plancherel theorem:
2

2 _ -5
05 # kolltacc) = [+ =R %6 -
Define for any j,
)j(x) == R¥¢;(R; - x), x € G. (27)
Observe that for any j,
(@) == R¥¢;(R; - x) = RPR; ¢ (R; - R; ' - ) = ¢(x). (28)

However, in order to use the dilation properties of the Fourier transform of distributions,
let us keep in mind the identity for ¢; = ¢ in (27). Also, let us remark that we have
the following identities for the function ¢;:

¢j(x) = R;%; (R, -z), 2z €.
as well as for its Fourier transform (in view of (9))
?45;(77) = @(Rj ), wWE G.

Also, note that ||9;|| L~ = 1, and supp(¢);) C B(e,1). Using the Plancherel theorem,
we have that

Qo ~ |2

65+ koll3 () = || (1 +7(R) % 4

L2(G)
2

= [+ m@) Fh @, o

N /a H(l +m(R)" %4 (R, ‘”)His ar

— RfQ/A
G

(1+ (R, -m)(R)) > ;(m)
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where we have used the rescaling property in Remark 2.11. Let us write:
(R;™'-7) (R) =R (R; ' - ).
Using the functional calculus for »(¢t) := (1 + t)f%, we have that
Vr>0, Ve eG, x(r"R)é(z)=r"%x(R)(r " x),
that is equivalent to say that
Vr>0, VaelG, (1+rR)" %) =r2L+R)" %50 " ).

Taking the Fourier transform in both sides of this equality, and using the functional
calculus of Rockland operators, we obtain
Qo

Vr>0, Vrel, (1+rmrR) % =% [r—% +R)—%5(r—l.)} (7)
— 7z

[+ R)"#6()] (- 7).
Thus, we have
Vr>0, Yred, (1+rr(R) % =2 [(1 +R)—%5(-)] (r-7).  (29)

By taking r = R;l in (29) we have that

Vi, Vme é, (1+ R;V’/T(R))_% — [(1 + R)—%(g(.)} (Rj—l .W)
— (14 (B m) (R)
Note that
0 2
Rj‘Q/a 1+ (B m)(R) ¥ G5(m) ws
0 __ 2
= RﬁiQ/A (1+R;"n(R)) % () dr
G HS
. 2
= R;"ORY /A H (RY +7(R) "™ Gy(m)|  dn.
G HS

Now, let us prove that for a = R} and b = %, and 7(m) = 1//);(%), we have the
inequality:

(e + R) ()]s < [l (R) () - (30)

Indeed, let us denote by {dE;(r)(A)}r>0 the spectral measure associated to the
operator m(R). If By = {e, }72, is a basis of the representation space H, then,

I+ R) 7@ s = X llr(a+R) P r(m)ens]y
k=1

o0

>

k=1

= / (a4 N ) Er ey N7 (m)en il
k=1

2

/O Oo(a +N) P AdE =y (N T(T)er i

Hﬂ'
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< Z/ A2 A Brry (N7 (m)en el Fr,

2

/ A dEy iy ()7 (m)ems

H
—b 2
-3 Jm) T(m)ex k|,
k=1
= |x(R)~7(m) s
as desired. So, we can estimate
1 -$ —~ 2
Rj—Q/A (1+ (R, - m®R) ¥ o)  dr
G HS
— 2
<RJ*QRQ9/AH (R) %qu(ﬁ)H dr
G HS
- 2
_p e e>/ =R~ %550
o (R)™ 2 ¢y(m HS dm
_ 209

2

where we have used (28) and the estimate | ;| ~ R?(lfe)

Thus, we deduce that

xR s < S0P Uy ol £ 3 o% P 1

because 2le50 = diam(/;).

=« VQZ 15 S arllfllr < aHfIILu

in view of (14). Consequently, we can take Fy := G, F} := G and Ff = G{. Thus,
the proof of Lemma 3.2 is complete as well as the proof of Theorem 1.1. O
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